WORKING CLASS RESISTANCE 


Welcome to Working Class Resistance. The appearance of this publication marks the coming together of 
the Anarcho-Syndicalist Federation, Anarchist Federation, Anarchist Prisoner Support and a number of 
individuals to create a more effective and better resourced class struggle anarchist organisation across 
Ireland. Together we have created a new organisation, Organise!, with local groups and individual 
members across Ireland. 

The ASF and AF in Ireland had already collaborated on two previous publications, called Wildcat, which 
presented agreed positions on the trades unions and the ‘north’. The impetus for the creation of this 
organisation goes back to a proposal made earlier this year asking Anarchists to look seriously at building 
more effective organisation across Ireland. The response to this proposal was mixed but discussion on 
moving things forward took place between those who were most interested in pursuing it and who felt they 
had most in common. Our attitude to those class stmggle anarchists outside our organisation is comradely 
and co-operative, while we may have differences we seek to work to overcome these where possible and to 
build stronger links and more effect methods of working together as part of the process of building a broad 
libertarian movement in Ireland. We will not on the other hand shy away from debate and discussion of 
differences but attempt to deal with these in an open and comradely fashion. 

Most importantly, we seek through our activity and propaganda, through discussion and practical solidarity 
with our fellow workers to show the relevance of anarchist methods of organising and ultimately the 
benefits of a future libertarian communist revolution for workers everywhere. 

For more information or to get in touch with Organise! members in your area contact us at; 

ORGANISE! 

P.O. BOX 505, 

BELFAST, BT12 6BQ 


THE VOTE CHANGES NOTHING - THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES - SMASH THE WATER TAX 

We go to print with one of the greatest political non-events taking place across the north - the Stormont 
Assembly elections. For the past number of weeks we’ve been treated to all the hype and self importance 
you’d expect from those looking to secure a ‘basic wage’ of £41,321 plus around £50,000 on top of that 
again in expenses. The Chairs and Deputy Chairs of Assembly committees can treat themselves to an 
additional £10,290. 

Whether the candidate is Unionist or Nationalist, Pro-Agreement or Anti-agreement, Womens Coalition or 
Alliance, even if they claim to be Socialist, the same attacks will be carried out on our standard of living. 
Low pay, poverty, increased job insecurity, lack of decent housing, privatisation, profiteering in the NHS 
and our schools (where PFI’s and PPP’s are introduced and implemented with impunity), cut backs, 
redundancies, the massive growth in ‘flexible’ working practises (we’re expected to bend over backwards 
for the boss) and the introduction of water charges. 

None of the parties are willing or able to present any economic alternatives to the globally inspired and 
directed attack on working people. This attack has gone under many names; Thatcherism, Reganism, Neo- 
liberalism, Globalisation, it is simply aggressive capitalism engaged in the stripping back of the gains 
working class people have made over the past decades in 
order to feed market greed. 

The peace dividend has been an illusion for the majority in Northern Ireland, over the last 15 years the rich 
have got richer and the poor poorer. Poverty is consistently higher than in the Republic of Ireland and 
Britain with over 1/2 million living in poverty including over a 1/3 of our children. 64% of the population 
have an income below the national average while those in the top four income groups, a tiny percentage of 
the population, possess 67% of the total household income! Not only do we face greater poverty but the 
cost of living is higher while wages are 22% lower. 



Remember, no matter who you vote for Government wins. Only by organising, fighting back and 
practising solidarity where we live and work can we really change things. Despite the opposition to water 
charges claimed in the run up to the election all the main parties had agreed to water charges prior to the 
suspension of the Assembly. There can be no doubt that after the election ‘economic reality’ will see them 
implement the charges no matter their election promises. 

Only direct action will defeat the water tax. A campaign based on non-payment of charges must be built in 
order to smash this charge on a fundamental human right. Lets show the politicians where the real power 
lies. 


WHATS GOING DOWN AT BOMBARDIER? 

With industrial action looming at Bombardier as a result of management sending home workers on a work 
to rule A1 from WCR looks at some of the background to a dispute which recently crashed out of the LRA 
with no resolution. 

On August 8th 2003, Maurice, Nell, business correspondent with the Belfast Telegraph wrote: 

The airline industry in the United States is moving back into profit, according to the latest figures from the 
seven major carriers. The data is good news for aircraft manufacturers including Bombardier Aerospace in 
Northern Ireland where 1,050 are facing redundancy. 

Three days later, the same correspondent, in the same newspaper wrote: 

Bombardier is to sell its business jet financing business for £212m to a subsidiary of United States 
industrial giant General Electric. The move is a key part of the aerospace company’s ‘action plan to get 
back into profit after recording a loss of £280m last year. 

So, the industry in North America is ‘moving back into profit’ and this is reported as good news for 
Bombardier workers in the north. But in order ‘to get back into profit’. Bombardier are prepared to throw 
1,050 workers onto the scrap-heap. Aye, great news! These losses can be added to the 2000 jobs (or 6% of 
its workforce in its aerospace division) lost in September and the further 1200 lost in March this year. 

Now, of course, none of this is Bombardier’s fault. They are, like everyone else, merely suffering the same 
downturn in the airline industry world- wide caused by, the media pundits say, September 11th, the SARS 
outbreak, the war in Iraq. Well lets look at each in turn. 

First of all September 11th. That’s September 11th 2001, folks. Now, if you bother to take a look at 
Bombardiers website, you’ll discover that: 

Its (Bombardier Aerospace) revenues for the fiscal year ended Jan. 31, 2002 stood at CAN $21.6 billion. 

So, only four months after 9/11 Bombardiers profit margins are as usual going through the roof. 

But what about SARS? Well, if memory serves, the SARS outbreak affected people, and hence consumers 
in two major urban centres, Toronto and Hong Kong. If Bombardiers business focused on commercial 
flights between North America and south-east Asia I could see how profits could be affected. But 
Bombardier, according to their website are: 

...a diversified manufacturing and services company, and a world leading manufacturer of business jets, 
regional aircraft, rail transportation equipment and motorised recreational products. Bombardier Inc. also 
provides financial services and asset management in business areas aligned with its core expertise. 
Headquartered in Montreal, Canada, the Corporation has a workforce of some 80,000 people in 24 
countries throughout the Americas, Europe and Asia-Pacific. 

To put it simply Bombardier Inc are prepared for any eventuality in the vagaries of global capitalism. A 
temporary, minor fluctuation in profits in two countries is not going to do them much economic damage. 


And so, the war in Iraq and the war against terror. The truth is that Bombardier are profiting from defence 



contracts handed out by the US military to willing recipients. Recently the Aerospace Industries of 
America (AIA - which includes Bombardier) joined the Canadian Council of Chief Executives (CCEE) 
that supports participation in continental anti-ballistic missile programmes. But not only this. 

Bombardier also got the deal with the US army TACOM to build transportable bridges for the next time 
the US Army needs to cross the Rubicon (1). 

Add to this the fact that the Bombardier 415 is the world leader in putting out forest and mountain fires 
(think blazing oil wells) and you realise how much the company has fallen on hard times. 

But to return to the workers facing the sack. In June, Bombardier in the north called for ‘new working 
practises’ (mumbo jumbo from our friend at the Tele) and a ‘pay restraint’ (re: pay cut or no pay) for 
workers at its three manufacturing plants. This in spite of the fact that, according to Nell: 

Demand has grown steadily in the last three months and July produced profits for most US airlines, 
according to analysts. 

So, in the middle of those three months of profits. Bombardier decides to downsize the lives of over 1000 
workers. This is a month after they secured a contract worth more than “2.2bn with US Airways for a 
mixture of its 50 and 75 regional jets. 

So again, four months after 9/11, Bombardier reported greatly increased profits yet is blaming that event on 
the need to get rid of 1000 workers today. Just how dumb do they think we are? 

5500 workers at Bombardier rejected a proposed four-year agreement which would have resulted in a pay 
freeze in the first year in return for employment assurances. Subsequent talks between the manufacturing, 
science and finance union, Amicus, broke down because union management refuse to accept Bombardier’s 
decision to scrap apprenticeships and over the withholding payment of holiday entitlements. 

Anarchists believe that workers at Bombardiers three plants should be supported. There is no need for 
ANY redundancies - Bombardier is not losing profits in the north. They simply want to create more profits 
by relocating elsewhere. 

Stuff the bosses - VICTORY TO THE BOMBARDIER WORKERS! 

CAMPAIGN AGAINST TOP OIL - AKA KELLY FUELS 

Awareness may be growing of the link between Tedcastle Oil Products (TOP Oil) and the refuelling of 
U.S. military aircraft at Shannon airport. Already this year a variety of different groups have applied direct 
action tactics at some of the many Top Oil petrol stations that litter the highways and byways of the south. 
This has not only attested to the success of direct action tactics in general, but has also provided activists 
with the confidence needed for further campaigns. By giving us all a sense of participation in the anti-war 
effort at a local level, it has helped remove the feeling of powerlessness that sometimes overwhelms us 
when we realise just how much the odds are stacked against us. 

But what can activists in the north do to help out in the continuing struggle against Top Oil? After all, Top 
Oil does not have petrol stations north of the border. Well, for a start, they may wish to focus their 
attention on Kelly Oil, a subsidiary of Top Oil in the north. But who are Kelly Oil? Time for a bit of 
history. 

Kelly Oil takes its name from Kelly Shipping which from the mid-1880s transported coal and grocery 
items from Belfast throughout the ports of the British Isles and the rest of Europe. Indeed, the term 
“Kelly’s Coal Boats” became part of language in coastal towns throughout the country, the ships serving 
with distinction during two world wars. 


However the firm, mindful of changing trends in the domestic heating market with more and ever more 
homes using oil as their primary source of heat, entered the oil fuel business in the early 1980s. The first 



road tanker was acquired in 1983 and soon the name Kelly Oil became familiar in Belfast and North 
Down. Steady growth followed with the oil business being introduced to other coal depots until Kelly 
Fuels became one of the largest oil distributors in the province. In 1993 Kelly's merged with Lanes Group 
Limited, another significant player in the oil and solid fuel markets. The merged entity continued to trade 
under “Kelly Fuels” and is now the biggest player in N. Ireland. In 1997 the acquisition of Bruce Lindsay 
Coal, based in Edinburgh and the Highlands of Scotland made Kelly Fuels the second largest solid fuel 
distributor in the U.K. The end of 1999 saw another acquisition in Scotland and three more in Northern 
Ireland. This growth was to continue into the new millennium. 

Kelly Oil has offices throughout the north. The head office of Kelly Fuels is at: 

1 Lombard Street, Belfast, BT1 1BN. Their website is: www.kellyfuels.co.uk 

The company also has local sales offices in Belfast (028 90771221), Derry (028 71360330), Coleraine 
(028 7034 2283), Ballymena (028 2564 9811), Larne (028 2826 0222) and Portadown (028 3835 0360). So 
get in contact, register your anger, or organise a protest at an office near you! 

Another potentially more useful tactic may be to nip across the border to Omeath, Co. Louth. Every week 
thousands of northern motorists use the Top Oil station there to fill up with cheaper petrol and diesel. 
Omeath is a small village. Nothing much happens there. But it could provide the catalyst to kick start the 
campaign in the north, and give southern activists an opportunity to create further pressure in the south. 

For further information contact: organiseireland@yahoo.ie 


WILDFIRE WILDCATS! 

It was a Red October for Royal Mail with two weeks of wildcat strikes at many post offices and depots 
across the UK. Over 25,000 postal workers took direct action outside the confines of the Communication 
Workers Union (CWU) and stuck two fingers up at the bosses. Royal Mail bosses reacted to this show of 
strength with Gestapo type surveillance techniques. However, the wildcat strikes spread like wildfire 
through Royal Mail depots in west and north-west London and then to outside of the capital. The action is 
said to have flared-up at Southall in west London where workers were livid about aggressive management 
tactics. The walkouts spread as people were suspended for such action as refusing to do the work of 
people already on strike. 

On Tuesday 21st October 400 workers at Dartford sorting office went on wildcat after a driver was 
suspended. More than 100 people continued to maintain the picket line even after the driver was re- 
instated. Also on the 21st about 1,000 workers at Greenford in west London walked out and workers in 
West Ealing, Acton and Kensington and many more places also took direct action. Up to 100 workers 
walked-out of the delivery office in Leyton on 23rd of October. All of London’s main sorting offices were 
hit including the city’s biggest. Mount Pleasant. On the 27th of October Royal Mail top boss Alan 
Leighton turned up at a mass meeting at the Greenford sorting office desperate to convince workers to get 
back to the slog. He was ignored. Roger Baynes, Head of Operations for Royal Mail appealed to the CWU 
to do its job of helping to control workers when he said, “The union tells us it disowns this wildcat action. 
Let them prove it by working with us to get their members back to work”. Postwatch the so-called 
“consumer” group helped illustrate the real role of the unions in this society when it stated, “The 
management and unions must regain control,” or face a “winter of postal discontent”. 

Fire-fighters 

On Tuesday 4th November Fire-fighters in Norfolk took wildcat strike action against a stitch-up two stage 
pay “deal”. The strikes spread rapidly throughout the UK as far as Strathclyde, Grampian, Fife Central, 
Lothian and Borders, Derbyshire, Wiltshire, Nottinghamshire, Humberside, South Yorkshire and Northern 
Ireland. The recent strikes show that direct action against all bosses including those of the unions is always 
possible. As one fire-fighter put it “For workforces everywhere, if something annoys them enough they 
take spontaneous unofficial action,” he said. “It doesn’t matter whether they’re in Strathclyde or in the 
Polish shipyards.” 

The fire-fighters direct action happened as the unions at Heathrow airport were preparing to stage a two- 



day strike. Bosses in the UK and overseas got a real shock in the summer after a major wildcat broke out at 
Heathrow. Check-in staff and baggage handlers were enraged at the imposition of the totalitarian 
Automated Time Recording system. Now it seems that the unions are attempting to demonstrate to the 
bosses and state that they can police the anger of workers. By organising two-day official strikes the union 
can help take the heat out of the situation and pacify the workers with minimal disruption in a vital part of 
the economy. 

PRISON SLAVERY: WHY PAY THE MINIMUM WAGE WHEN YOU CAN USE PRISON 
SLAVERY? 

On 30th May Alan Johnson, New Labour Employment Relations Minister, announced to a TUC 
conference the government’s intention to scrap the so-called ‘four-fifths rule’, by which homeworkers and 
other workers on piece rates receive rates of pay 20% less than the £4.20 minimum wage. Homeworkers 
are generally used to do simple repetitive tasks such as stuffing envelopes or packing small components, 
just the sort of work prisoners are often forced to do. 

A hidden effect of the change in legislation is likely to be that more greedy companies use prisoners to do 
the work rather than pay their homeworkers the basic minimum wage. One ruthless firm who [are] already 
well down this road are the Hampshire company Industrial Rubber. Last year an employment tribunal 
found that Industrial Rubber unfairly imposed a four-fifths rule by failing to negotiate a fair estimate 
agreement. It ordered Industrial Rubber to pay a total of £140,000 in back wages to 63 women employees. 

The workers were employed to trim rubber holders for cats eyes, and complained that they did not even get 
the £3.63 four-fifths wage because piece rates had been made tougher after the minimum wage was 
introduced. Prior to its introduction the women had been paid an even more derisory £1.50 per hour. The 
group of workers claimed they were effectively sacked as work “dried up” when they took their employers 
to the tribunal to enforce their rights. 

The hidden part of the equation though, something of which the workers and the tribunal were clearly 
unaware, is that work didn’t “dry up”, the company simply switched to an even cheaper workforce, who 
aren’t covered by employment legislation, in the form of prisoners. Undoubtedly more and more 
companies like Industrial Rubber will do the same. 

PRISONER JOHN SHELLEY WRITES ABOUT PRISON SLAVERY 

Over the past ten years the prison population in England and Wales has risen rapidly to a point where it is 
now being described as having reached epidemic proportions. With the government unable to cope with 
the influx of prisoners and, in effect, having nowhere to house them, it is once again, the private sector to 
the rescue. Imprisonment is now big business for the newly created custodial services industry with 
companies such as Group 4 and Premier at the forefront of running the privately managed prisons, and 
Securicor dealing with movements between prisons and ferrying prisoners to and from court. There is also, 
however, another, more sinister side, that is not immediately clear without looking at the wider picture. The 
three main players have realised that it is not just in imprisonment and custody that there are big bucks to 
be made, but that prisoners themselves can be used to generate even more cash to fill those already 
overflowing coffers. 

Rehabilitation programmes have been scrapped, education classes relegated to the back burner and skilled 
trade courses become a thing of the past. In their place, production and packing lines have been set up with 
pay and conditions reminiscent of sweatshops in Third World countries. 

The private sector is intent on exploiting prisoners to fulfil its own needs, and it is aided in this quest by 
prison rules and regulations making it compulsory for all convicted prisoners to work. And since there is 
no contract of employment between prison and prisoner, there is no right for a prisoner to receive a wage 
for the work s/he does. Instead prisoners are given what usually amounts to no more than a few pounds a 
week, and which the prison describes as a ‘gift’. 


With no workforce to take into account when tendering for contracts, companies such as Group 4 and 



Premier are easily able to undercut other potential competitors for the market share and have no problem in 
winning bids for work that would otherwise be sent overseas. These loopholes allow slave labour to 
prosper in British prisons and mean that the manufacturing and retail giants are shielded from exposure. 

So far the issue has been kept alive by Mark Barnsley and his campaign against prison slavery, which has 
staged a number of pickets around the country. Without that campaign, the transition from what is now in 
its initial stages in Britain to the full-blown version that is already in place in the United States be nothing 
more than a formality. 

In the US prison slavery has become so heavily relied upon by the large manufacturing and retail 
corporations that they are actually helping to build more prisons in order to secure more cheap labour for 
years to come. A shortage of suitable prisoners to fill those prisons has led to people being gaoled for 
offences that normally would not have attracted a custodial sentence. Prison privatisation and prison 
slavery are one and the same. 

By pledging your support to the campaign against prison slavery we can at least bring this issue out into 
the open and expose what has, until now, been kept a largely private affair. 

John Shelley, HMP WHIITEMOOR 

SUPPORT THE THESSANLONIKA PRISONERS 

Arrested during the protests at the EU summit in Thessalonika, Greece (June 17-22 2003), the 
Thessalonika prisoners were singled out for special attention from the authorities. Now, despite video 
evidence that shows the Greek Police were not above a constructing evidence (see 
http:/italy.indymedia.org/uploads/simon.avi), seven individuals are awaiting the judgement of the Greek 
(injustice system, which has already failed them once. 

We demand liberty for these individuals and all who faced the wrath of the state for protesting against the 
EU and global capitalism both this summer and during other anti-capitalist demonstrations. 

We demand justice for those who have been set up by the authorities as scapegoats. 

Support the Thessalonika Prisoners! 

We need to show our solidarity with the Thessalonika prisoners. Protests have been held throughout 
Europe at Greek Government buildings. You can contribute to this protest by writing letters of protest to 
the Greek Ambassador to Ireland at the following address; 

Ambassador Pispinis Ahileas-Vasilios, 

1 Upper Pembroke Street, Dublin 2 

Tel.: (00353) 01 6767254-5, Fax: 6618892 E-mail: dubgremb@eircom.net 
SUPPORT SIMON CHAPMAN 

Simon Chapman was fitted up by Greek police. Assaulted he had his blue and purple rucksack taken by 
police. The police then continued to beat him until he accepted a black rucksack full of Molotov cocktails. 

There are many different ways that we can support Simon and show our solidarity with the 8 prisoners. 

Write to Simon; letters of support can make all the difference to keep his spirits up as he waits for a 
decision from the panel of judges. Knowing that others are out there thinking about you is vital to 
remaining strong while inside. Write letters to: 

Simon Chapman 

c/o DIKASTIKES FILAKES THESSALONIKIS 

DIAVATA 

GREECE 


SIX SPANISH ANARCHISTS ARRESTED FOR ‘TERRORISM’ 



On the morning of the 16th of September six anarchists in Barcelona, Spain were arrested in their homes 
and charged with belonging to a terrorist cell that carried out a campaign in solidarity with seven prisoners 
in Thessalonika, Greece. 

After five days of isolation and interrogation, one of the comrades was released with minor charges and the 
other five were remanded to await trail in prison. There is a international arrest warrant for another 
comrade supposedly related to the case. 

Below, we have the addresses for anyone who might want to write on a continued basis. Because their mail 
is limited to 2-3 letters a week, letters of support that are not part of a continuous correspondence can be 
addressed to the following address and we will pass it on to the family who might be able to pass it to them 
or read it to them: 

C.L.P.A. c/o C.N.T. 

C/Joaquin Costa, 

Barcelona 08001 
Spain 

If you are interested in writing one of the prisoners on a regular basis, their addresses follow. It should be 
known that all mail to political prisoners in Spain is highly scrutinised so be careful what you write (the 
investigation of this case might have started more that two years ago when one of them corresponded with 
prisoners). 

loaquin Garces Villacampa 
C.P. Madrid IV 
Ap. Correos M.5195 
Naval-Carnero 28600 
Madrid, Spain 

Igor Quevedo Aragay 
C.P. Madrid V Soto del Real 
Ap. Correos 200 
Colmenar Viejo 28791 
Madrid, Spain 

Roger Gras Pacheco 
C.P. Madrid VI Aranjuez 
Ap. Correos 2000 
Carretera N-400,km 28 
Aranjuez 
Madrid, Spain 

Carol Forme Roig 
C.P. Avila (Mod. Rojo) 

Ap. Correos 206 
Brieva 05194 
Avila, Spain 

Rafael Tomas Gaspar 
C.P. Madrid III (Mod. 6) 

Carretera Pinto a San Martin de la Vega, km.5 
Valdemoro 28340 
Madrid, Spain 

INTERVIEW: AN ANTI-BIN TAX ACTIVIST 

Terry from Working Class Resistance talks to Dermot Sreenan, Anti-Bin Tax Activist, Anarchist and 
Workers Solidarity Movement member, about recent activity and the state of the campaign against bin 
charges in Dublin. The interview took place on the 18th of October. 


So Dermot, what did you spend the start of the week doing? 



There were a couple of meetings and then there was two blockades on Tuesday and Wednesday. I was 
involved in the Grangegorman one, in the North inner city, there were simultaneously blockades in the 
three other depots in the city area, and also on others in the south county Dublin area. So effectively there 
were seven depots blockaded. 

So you are blockading the bin trucks as they come out of the depots now, not as they a going around the 
estates? 

Yeah, we decided to go directly to the source. This was to escalate the campaign and to show solidarity 
around the different areas, it effectively shut down the city for two whole days. The reason it was 
successful, to a large extent, was because of the level of co-operation from the workers. The argument has 
been won within the depots that this is ultimately leading to privatisation and job losses. 

There are 15 people now in prison - what’s the popular reaction to that been, and what’s the reaction to it 
been within the campaign? 

The actual anti-bin charges campaign itself has been pushed into the situation where people have been 
forced to break the law, because they have changed the laws so often around this specific issue. People got 
injuncted specifically ‘cause they didn’t want people to be stopping the bin trucks. This follows three years 
of them changing the law, like them bringing in the ‘protection of the environment’ bill which meant they 
could start implementing non-collection. It’s a very difficult, complicated situation, but those people knew 
exactly what they were getting into before they went to court. They were ordinary peaceful protestors the 
state has gone out of its way to criminalise. They were quite prepared to pay the price - which in most 
cases is two weeks in prison. 

Has the movement grown because of the arrests and imprisonment's - is there a sympathetic popular 
reaction? 

Y eah I think there is, its very difficult to assess that through the media who have been on a witch-hunt 
against us for the last two weeks at least - and maybe longer. On the ground people are still quite prepared 
to continue with the campaign. Imprisonment hasn’t succeeded from the states point of view because it 
hasn’t frightened people back into their houses and made people start writing big cheques for the money 
that they ‘owe’ in back taxes. 

In fact we’ve seen bigger attendance at meetings, in a couple of areas I’d be involved in, like Cabra, there 
have been meetings with several hundred people in the local GAA club and in Stoneybatter, which isn’t a 
big area, there have been meetings of 50 to 75 people at different times. People are still prepared to get 
involved, and I think an air of confidence is building around the movement. The state has gone out to get 
this movement and it hasn’t succeeded - so people have actually became more confident. 

But what about the environmental issue - there's a massive amount of landfill out there, and a massive 
amount of waste being produced, should people not be made to pay for their rubbish collection so as to act 
as an encouragement to produce less rubbish? 

OK, the age old argument that the polluter pays. It’s constantly churned out in the media that we don’t 
have a position on this but in fact in the last two years at both our annual conferences we’ve had 
discussions and debates on the environment and people are actually quite concerned about the 
environment. We are keen to see landfill being used less, but that is not the governments perspective. 

What they are trying to do is to get us to pay for a public service so they can generate profits and then 
ultimately privatise it. Private industry and big business has no interest in protection of the environment 
just as they have no interest in collecting the bins of a pensioner who can’t afford to pay whatever the new 
charge would be. 

What do you say to those who feel that the proper way of going about changing this would be the 
democratic way - like all of youse in the campaign have the vote? 


When the parties came ‘round looking for a vote this wasn’t on the agenda - it wasn’t like they were 



actually goin’ around sayin’ “oh yeah, we’re gonna start privatising public services and we’re askin’ you to 
pay more money for it”. When it did come up the campaign was quite successfully involved in lobbying 
and trying to change the minds of a lot of the political parties and councillors on the issue. We actually had 
the city council split straight down the middle with 23 opposing charges and 23 in favour. Y’know the 
usual suspects were in favour, Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and the PDs, needless to say the parties in power 
were in favour of it. We pushed the Labour Party to be against it, and some of the independents and Sinn 
Fein. The then Lord Mayor, Dermot Lacey, who was actually in the Labour Party, and should have been 
against it, had the casting vote and voted for the charge. So we’ve been down the road of trying to 
influence and trying to change the minds of our great leaders, but it hasn’t worked. The campaign has been 
pushed into a situation where we have to take matters into our own hands and take some power back in this 
dispute and prevent the council picking off each individual area. Which is what they are trying to do, they 
are going to areas like Ballsbridge where 153 Euro a year to the average person who lives there isn’t really 
that much money, whereas to someone who lives in Finglas it can be quite a considerable amount. So they 
are going to the rich areas and doing non-collection there ‘cause they realise most of the people there have 
paid, but what we are doing is that we are refusing to let them go in and pick off individual areas, because 
eventually they are going to come to our areas where we are strong and implement non-collection there. So 
ours is a tactic of “one bin all bins”, that’s the motto, our catch phrase of the moment. 

So do you believe you can really take on the authorities and win? 

Yeah, ‘cause it’s been done before. It’s not an easy task but it’s something which can be done and I hope it 
will encourage other people around the country to start up campaigns. I think Cork is bringing a campaign 
together again. So I hope that even in areas where services are privatised that people would be encouraged 
by what is happening in Dublin and start considering not cutting a cheque the next time a bill arrives in. 
Why I’m confident that we can actually take on the authorities and win is ‘cause we’ve done it before. We 
did it with the water charges and we can do it again. We are getting a lot of people involved and once you 
have serious numbers and people prepared to put up with the constant harassment of the state, even to the 
extent that they are prepared to go to prison and serve time, then you are talking about a very strong, 
determined, wilful campaign and you can’t defeat that very easily, despite all the power that resides within 
the authorities. 

BIN WARS = CLASS WAR 

The campaign against the bin-tax in Dublin has seen, despite a hostile media and arrests, an upsurge of 
community resistance to the government. Direct democracy and direct action are the order of the day as a 
mixture of meetings, protests and blockades are co-ordinated to bring about successful city-wide 
disruption. 

This has got the government on the run, shock horror stories about ‘Anarchists’ in the campaign, and non- 
payment as the road to ‘Anarchy’ have appeared in the media. Anarchists should be proud of their 
involvement in this campaign, as to non-payment setting us on the road to ‘Anarchy’ lets take them up on 
that! 

Meanwhile, on the 4th November 6 more Bin Tax protesters were jailed and fined up to 1500 Euro each. 
On top of that the previous day a number of other people were fined 250 Euro even though they were not 
in contempt of court. 

The majority of people in Dublin are against this double-tax and the harder they try to cmsh it the more the 
resistance will grow. The Government have asked their friends in the media to conduct a witch-hunt 
against the campaign. This is because there is a genuine fear by the authorities that they could lose. Lets 
remember that and ensure that we continue to take the fight to them by maintaining non-payment and 
preventing non-collection. 


BIN TAX PRISONERS - SET THEM FREE 



